
Minn., have spent several days here.-In the near future, Dr.
L. F. Obregón is expected to be appointed minister of Guate¬
mala to Mexico. Dr. Obregón is an old friend of Mexico,
where he has spent several years.-Dr. E. Landa has been
appointed assistant chief of the section of yellow fever,
malaria and hookworm disease of the department of public
health.-Dr. R. Granillo, who was taking a postgraduate
course in bacteriology and hygiene at Cambridge, Mass., on
a Rockefeller Foundation fellowship, has been compelled to
return to Mexico on account of sickness. The foundation sent
two attendants, one of them a physician, to accompany him on

his return.
Academy of Medicine

After considering the papers submitted for the $25,000 prize
offered by El Universal to the Mexican research worker who
discovered the cause of tabardillo, the Academy of Medicine
voted unanimously that none of the papers presented deserved
the prize.
Among several communications presented recently before

the Academy of Medicine, mention may be made of those of
Drs. I. Prieto, Diaz Lombardo and Brioso Vasconcelos. The
first discussed Plaut and Steiner's method of treating general
paralysis through inoculation of living Obermayer's spirilla.
These germs cause an attack of relapsing fever in the patient,
who is afterward treated with arsphenamin or its derivatives
to check in this way both infections, the préexistent and the
artificially induced. Besides the German publications, this
method has also been discussed by Dr. Lafora of Madrid, a
prominent neurosyphilologist and former pathologist of the
Government Hospital for the Insane at Washington, D. G
Dr. Díaz Lombardo discussed a French case in which the
patient under spinal anesthesia exhibited apnea for several
hours which was checked only through artificial respiration.
This communication was discussed by Drs. Izquierdo and
Velasquez Uriarte. The former reported a similar case that
happened in Mexico ending in the patient's death, and the
second pointed out the advantages of the epidural injections
of procain. Vasconcelos' contribution was on the pathogenic
role of Trichocephalus dispar, which in his opinion is far
from being a harmless intestinal guest, as stated by some

authors. In addition, he pointed out the poor results given
by thymol and chenopodium oil. He also called attention to
the need of finding out whether the plant Ficus glabrata is
found in Mexico, as its juice is considered effective against
this parasite, according to authors who have tried it. The
cases mentioned by Dr. Carrillo and Cervera supported the
belief, not entirely new, that the worm is pathogenic.

LONDON
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

April 26, 1921.
Corporal Punishment in Schools

The Medical Officers of Schools Association has passed the
resolution: "In view of the evidence of damage from caning
of the hand, and the possibility of consequent impairment of
function, this society is of opinion that caning on the hand
should be forbidden." In a discussion on the subject, Dr.
E. H. T. Nash referred to instances of injury he had seen,
and to a questionnaire he had sent round to which there was
an almost unanimous reply that, while corporal punishment
was an occasional necessity, it should never be by caning on
the hand. He advocated the tawse as used in Scotland, or
else the cane on Nature's appointed place. Canon A. A. David,
headmaster of Rugby School, thought that punishments had
much decreased in the last twenty years. Boys were better
trained in preparatory schools and enjoyed increased activi-
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ties, so that masters could concentrate on encouragement and
guidance rather than on the restraint of the rod. The less
boredom existed, the less need for punishments, but the
clement of fear was still necessary. If they caned, they must
hurt. Mr. C. W. Crook, ex-president of the National Union
of Teachers, said that the elementary school teacher was at
a disadvantage compared with the public school masters, as.
he had not the power of expulsion. The risks of caning had
been much exaggerated. A body, like the London County
Council, responsible for a million children, would not have
adopted caning on the hand with the restrictions it had with¬
out having some idea that it was the best form of punish¬
ment ; and, if not, what was there for girls?

Eye Strain in Cinemas
Last year a letter was sent by the London County Council

to the Illuminating Engineering Society asking for informa¬
tion with regard to "possible causes of eye strain in cinemas
and the best means of removing them." A joint committee
of representatives of the Council of British Ophthalmologists,
of the cinema industry, the Illuminating Engineering Society,
the Physiological Society, and medical officers of the London
County Council was constituted to inquire into the matter.
The questions arising from the terms of reference were dis¬
tributed among four subcommittees, which contained at least
one member from the other corrimittees so as to avoid over¬
lapping and to facilitate exchange of views. A number of
experimental demonstrations were witnessed, various types
of cinema halls were visited, and other data were collected.
No outside evidence was called, the questions being consid¬
ered only from the expert and technical aspect. In the con¬

clusions, chief place is given to the question of proximity of
the seats to the screen. The pronouncement is made that the
angle of elevation subtended at the eye of a person in the
front row between a horizontal line and one running to the
top of the picture should not exceed 35 degrees. This angular
measurement was considered the best way to express such
composile factors as size of picture, elevation of screen, and
distance. The angle stated was found not to cause visual
discomfort through the sustained effort of raising the eyes to
view a high picture. On similar grounds it was considered
that the lateral angle should be limited to 25 degrees. The
maximum distance from the screen to the farthest seats
should not be more than twelve times the height of the
picture—that it to say, the angle of view should not be less
than 5 degrees ; but on this point the committee does not
make a definite recommendation, as in no case was the limit
suggested exceeded. Other questions considered were flicker,
imperfections of the film, mechanical defects, nature and
brightness of the screen, permissible amount of general light
in the hall, and portable outfits for use in schools. Two
kinds of flicker were distinguished : a physiologic flicker due
to alternations of light and dark, accentuated by strong con¬
trasts in the picture and more apparent at the periphery of
the retina, and flicker due to disintegration of the separate
pictures, which is most noticeable near the screen. Other
conditions which disturb vision are scratches and tears in
the film, worn sprocket-holes, instability of projection appa¬
ratus, and faulty manipulation; but on these points the com¬
mittee did not see its way to set up a criterion by which to
condemn the exhibition of any particular hall. In the matter
of brightness of picture much depends on the quality of the
screen. A semipolished aluminum screen was found to givethe brightest picture for those directly in front, but this
advantage is counteracted by the serious diminution of light
when viewed from the side seats. On the whole, the com¬
mittee were disposed to favor a dead-white screen as the best
for common use. As to general illumination of the hall, the
committee is satisfied that the present regulations requiring
an intensity of not less than one fortieth of a foot candle is
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reasonable and does not prejudice the picture on the screen;
but they think that it would be an advantage to graduate the
lighting so that the back of the hall should be better illumi¬
nated than the front, which derives a fair amount of light
from the screen. The method of graduated lighting would be
a great advantage to people coming in from the bright out¬
door light, and would not interfere with a proper view of
the picture. Of course, no unshaded source of light should
be visible to an observer looking toward the screen. Several
kinds of portable apparatus were examined which, though not
mechanically perfect, indicate that in the near future an appa¬
ratus suitable for use in schools and lecture theaters may be
anticipated. But before such can be considered safe, some
form of noninflammable film must be used, as in inexperi¬
enced hands there is a grave risk of unwound film being set
on fire. In view of the probability of the cinema taking a

place in educational work, mechanical perfection and avoid¬
ance of eye strain are most important. This report, which
coordinates technical and medical opinion, is therefore valu¬
able.
Colonial Objection to the Increased Subscription of the

British Medical Association
At a meeting of the New Zealand branch of the British

Medical Association, it was announced that in consequence
of the increased subscription of the British Medical Associa¬
tion the amount to be remitted annually to the London office
was raised from $5 to $7.50. The new rate had been adopted
at the annual meeting of the association at Cambridge last
year, and the reasons for it were increased cost of printing,
paper and labor. The Victorian branch of the association,
while agreeing to increase its subscription, had sent to the
London office an emphatic protest and had applied for a

rebate, so that the branch might be in the same position as
before. It was resolved to act in the same manner as the
Victorian branch.

BELGIUM
(From Our Regular Correspondent)

April 15, 1921.
Statistical Study on the Population of Belgium

The minister of the interior lately published an important
work entitled "Annual Statistical Report of Belgium and the
Belgian Congo for the Year 1914." This work was in course
of preparation when the war broke out. From the beginning
of the German occupation, and during the whole course of
hostilities, the buildings of the various ministerial depart-
ments were occupied by the German authorities, in conse-

quence of which many manuscripts were lost. After the sign-
ing of the armistice, it was necessary to make duplicates of
all the lost documents, which explains the delay in the pub-
lication. However, in spite of the delay, this statistical study
contains several points of interest. We have abstracted from
the report such material as bears more particularly on the
medical profession and the associated problems of social
medicine, hygiene and education.

Population
The excess of births over deaths reached, in 1913, 59,872,

or 53 per cent.; that is to say, for each 100 deaths there were
153 births. The average excess of births over deaths for the
period from 1881 to 1890 was 46 per cent. ; from 1891 to 1900,
51 per cent., and from 1901 to 1910, 59 per cent. The increase
of this excess is due, as was also the case in 1912, to a

decrease in the number of the deaths and not to an augmen¬
tation of the births. There were, in 1913, 171,099 births, or
22.40 births per thousand inhabitants. The proportion of
boys to girls, among the births, was, in 1913, 104 boys to 100
girls. This proportion has not changed since 1870. Of the
total number of married men concerning whom statistics as

to the number of children they had were available, 19.08 per
cent, had no children; 20.70 per cent, had one child; 18.55
per cent., two children; 13.03 per cent., three children; 16.17
per cent., four or five children; 11.35 per cent., from six to
nine children, and 1.12 per cent., ten children or more.
As to the deaths, from 1861 to 1870 there were 23.2 deaths

per thousand inhabitants; from 1871 to 1880, 22.5 deaths;
from 1881 to 1890, 20.5 deaths ; from 1891 to 1900, 192 deaths ;
from 1901 to 1910, 16.6 deaths; in 1911, 16.4 deaths; in 1912,
14.8 deaths, and in 1913, 14.5 deaths. There was, therefore,
a decrease of nearly 0.7 per cent, in the mortality rate during
the period between 1870 and 1910. The relative proportion of
deaths among males and females has remained almost invari¬
able during this period, there having been 52 per cent, of
deaths among males, as compared with 48 per cent, among
females. This fact is all the more remarkable when we con¬

sider that, since 1866, the number of men has been slightly
inferior to the number of women throughout the total pop¬
ulation. There were, in 1910, 496 men to 504 women in every
thousand of inhabitants. The diseases that were responsible
for approximately one half of the deaths (47.06 per cent.)
were: diseases of the respiratory apparatus, 15.56 per cent.;
organic diseases of the heart, 10.21 per cent.; old age or

senile debility, 9.91 per cent.; pulmonary tuberculosis, 6.47
per cent., and cancer, 4.91 per cent. Epidemic diseases caused
6.59 per cent, of the deaths (whooping cough, 1.68 per cent.,
and measles, 1.49 per cent.) as compared with 9.15 per cent;
for the period from 1903 to 1905 ; 8.28 per cent, for the period
1906 to 1910; 7.14 per cent, in 1911, and 7.57 in 1912. While
the percentage of deaths from tuberculosis has remained
almost stationary since 1903, it has been noted that the mor¬
tality caused by cancerous affections is still on the increase,
having risen from 3.44 per cent., in 1903, to 3.89, in 1906;
4.19, in 1911; 4.78, in 1912, and 4.91, in 1913.
The number of deaths among infants under 1 year reaches,

for certain years, almost a quarter of the total number of
deaths. Although a decrease in mortality among infants
under 1 year is noticeable, it is not so marked as it is in the
general mortality. From 33,247 and 27,410, respectively, in
1900 and 1905, it had decreased in 1910 to 23,646. In 1911,
doubtless owing to the great heat during the summer of that
year, it rose to 28,608, while in 1912 and 1913 the record was
20,525 and 22,234, respectively, which corresponds, for these
three years, to 16.55, 11.99 and 12.99 per cent., respectively,
of the births.

Chlorinated Lime as a Bactéricide for Raw Fruits and
Vegetables

Before the Société de médecine of Ghent, the Misses Cham¬
pion and Van de Velde recently presented the results of their
investigations on the bactericidal action of chlorinated lime
on raw fruits and vegetables, in which inquiry they gave
special attention to the presence of B. coli, the most common
type of pathogenic microbes, and to the number of bacteria.
As is well known, chlorinated lime is a bactéricide of a

harmless nature and quite commonly employed of late in
water systems ; also widely utilized by the armies during the
recent war for disinfection of drinking water. The investiga¬
tions of Champion and Van de Velde confirm the satisfactory
nature of the bactericidal action of chlorinated lime when
used on fruits and vegetables. Strawberries, lettuce and car¬
rots rinsed in a 0.2 per cent, solution of chlorinated lime are

reasonably well disinfected, though not completely. After
contact for half an hour with the same solution, Bacillus colt
is destroyed and the number of bacteria is reduced to a very
low figure, occasionally even to zero. The organoleptic prop-
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